MEN OF POWER

treated as an inferior race, fit only for servitude. His
own bitter experiences had not been exceptional. Many
Indians had fared worse. He believed they had a right
to equality with other groups in South Africa. They
must struggle for that right. Only as they obtained
political equality could they achieve the freedom of
body, mind, and spirit which was their inalienable right
as human beings. Gandhi planned his mode of living,
his actions, his contacts, all in terms of this objective
of equality and freedom.

He did not propose a violent revolution. His people
must earn their right to freedom. They could earn it
only by carrying on their struggle through techniques
which would not destroy, but enhance, the quality of
their freedom. Their ultimate goal and method of
reaching it were inseparable parts of one whole. No
man, he insisted, can properly attain to political self-
determination until he can govern himself without ex-
ternal compulsion. He cannot govern himself except he
becomes righteous and truth-seeking. Righteousness
cannot be achieved by unrighteous ends. Freedom is
not attained by methods which destroy it. Each per-
son must, therefore, learn rigorous self-discipline. He
must lovingly, not hatefully, struggle against whatever
opposition he encounters, respecting always the dignity
and worth of his opponent as a human being.

In every detail of his campaign for Indian rights, in
every personal relationship, Gandhi attempted to demon-
strate this method and to acquire skill in using it him-
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